
Last week we celebrated our Opening School Mass with the theme for the year: “We are 
Heart People”. We were reminded that when we go about our everyday lives, it would be 
fantastic if we could all emulate the words and actions of Jules Chevallier, founder of the 
missionaries of the Sacred Heart. (In 1874, in collaboration with Mother Marie Louise 
Hartzer, Jules Chevalier also founded the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
(FDNSC) as the sister congregation of the MSC. The Daughters of the Sacred Heart 
started our school.) Chevallier had a passion for carrying out the work of Jesus. His vision was that all people 
would experience the love of God. He especially valued love, concern, compassion, understanding, respect 
and acceptance of every individual. His vision was based on the words of Jesus: 
“I give you a new commandment, love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also must love one another. 
By this love you have for one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples.” 
(Jn 13:34) As we go forward through 2018, I hope that we can, in partnership, teach, learn, make decisions 
and work together, in ways that reflect love for others. The spirituality of the heart means that we open or 
widen our hearts to consider and love others. We are then truly heart people – strong in faith and love. 
 
The children have all settled in well for the 2018 school year. Congratulations to parents and carers for the 
great job that you have done in preparing your children with their uniforms, books and routines to get them 
ready for their school year. The children have started the year very well presented, neat and tidy and in 
lovely fresh uniforms. This is extremely important as it gives the children not only pride in themselves and 
their school but makes them feel connected and gives them a sense of belonging.  
 
Please remember that all students need to wear either plain white joggers or plain black joggers with the 
sports uniform with white socks. On dress uniform days, black shoes and pale blue socks are worn. This 
means that the same plain black joggers can be worn all week. Only school colours are to be worn in the 
form of hairbands and ribbons. We do not want to see large bows or fashion items which take away from the 
uniform. Varying these items contributes to a “have” and “have not” culture when some students have the 
latest fad and others do not. This is not part of the Catholic culture of the school where what we have or don’t 
have impacts on our presentation at school. Unfortunately, incorrect uniform can result in students missing 
out on representing their school. If you have any questions regarding uniforms or presentation expectations, 
please ask a staff member to clarify this for you. 
 
It is important that if you are volunteering in any capacity at school that you have completed the volunteer 
information package, available online eg: helping with reading, craft activities, tuckshop, uniform shop. If you 
are not sure if you need to fill in the pack, always ask (at the front office or your child’s teacher), as it is our 
legal responsibility to make sure that all volunteers have read and signed the required paperwork in line with 
child protection requirements.  
 
Thank you to the P and F for organising and running the Welcome BBQ. Thanks also to all of the families 
who braved the weather and came out to share a meal and a fun evening.  
 
Thank you for coming along to the Parent Information Night on Tuesday this week. These evenings are a 
great opportunity for your kids to see the partnership that you have with their class teacher and also see that 
you are interested in what they are doing at school. This was a general information session and, as such, did 
not focus on specific students. If you would like more specific information or you would like to discuss 
concerns or needs for your child, please make a separate appointment time to do this. 
 
 As discussed at the Parent Information Night, the current Facebook page will undergo a complete revamp at 
the end of this month. It will change from being a private account to being a public page at the beginning of 
March. The current format is problematic as it is increasingly more difficult to work out who friend requests  
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are coming from (which has the potential to be a child protection issue). It is also difficult to screen content 
before it is made public. The new page will be administered again by school staff but posts will only be 
possible from the school administrators. Any questions that people may have regarding upcoming events or 
information will need to be addressed by ringing or emailing the school. We will be endeavouring to make sure 
that all information needed is provided through the Parent Portal, the newsletter and the Facebook page.  
This Sunday, the 11th of February at the 9am Mass, the staff will be commissioned for the year at the School/
Parish Family Mass. We would love to see you there. On the 14th of February, we also gather in the church 
for Ash Wednesday. Please come along and join us in prayer as we begin our Lenten journey together. 
 
Following a great deal of thought over the Christmas break, Mrs Debbie Mc Sweeney has decided to retire 
from the end of Term One, 2018. Mrs McSweeney has served as a classroom teacher at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart for 22 years and has been a teacher for over 40 years, serving much of this time in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, in Catholic schools. Mrs McSweeney’s own children attended Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart, so her part in our community has been very significant. This has been a considered decision for 
Mrs McSweeney and I’m sure that you will join with us in thanking her for her dedication to the school and to 
the students in her care. We wish her well as she plans the next part of her life journey. Mr Greg Kraemer will 
be continuing in the role as co-teacher and we will be recruiting for a replacement for Mrs McSweeney this 
term. I will communicate with you once this process is completed. 
 

Petrea Rawlinson 

 

SCHOOL FEES AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

The first school fees accounts for the year have been posted out to all families.  

Under privacy legislation only parties that have signed as Account Holders can receive or request  

information on the financial aspects of an enrolled student (ie fee details), and schools can face large penal-

ties for breaches of this legislation. 
 

To avoid any inconvenience from being refused information please ensure your account holder details held 

on file here at school are current. Financial responsibility options are: 
 

Option 1 —Joint and Several Financial Responsibility 

Both parties assume equal responsibility for 100% of the account — both are entitled to receive or request 

information. Both parties’ names will appear on the Fees Statement. 
 

Option 2 —Sole Financial Responsibility 

One party assumes 100% responsibility —this person only is entitled to receive or request information. 
 

Option 3 — Split Financial Responsibility 

Multiple parties are financially responsible for a portion of the account eg 50% and each party will receive an 

account for their portion — each party is entitled to receive or request information regarding their account/

portion only. 

Class Contacts 

If you are interested in being a Class Contact for your child's class this year, there will be a Meeting at 

2.15pm tomorrow, Friday Feb 9 in the Boardroom to explain the role and meet other Class Contacts. If you 

are unable to attend the meeting but are willing to be a Class Contact, please contact your child's teacher or 

Mrs Banks. 
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OUR 2018 THEME - WE ARE HEART PEOPLE 
 

This year, we are focussing on the theme, 'We are Heart People'. This way of thinking and acting is inspired 

by the charism of Jules Chevalier, the priest who started the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. 

These nuns started our school 71 years ago. Fr Chevalier wanted everyone to know how much Jesus loved 

them and he wanted everyone to love Jesus' special (sacred) heart. 
 

Being a 'heart person' encompasses everything we think, say and do. As 

a staff, we have been speaking with our students about a 'heart person' 

modelling Jesus' heart.  

Jesus' heart is full of kindness, love, forgiveness. His heart is welcoming, 

patient and humble. In week one, we captured this photo of a two Year 1 

students, Ed and Johnny being heart people - lending a finger to help tie 

a show lace. It is these small acts of love that demonstrate being a 

'heart person'. 
 

  

 

 

 

Our staff have also been reflecting on what being a 'heart person' means 

within a Catholic education environment. At our spirituality day in January, 

we were visited by OLSH Srs Philippa and Lorraine.  

We continue to reflect on the four pillars of OLSH Education; a heart 

person who is faith filled, who reverences relationships, who pursues 

excellence and who touches the hearts of others. 
 

Stay tuned for more updates on our theme for this year. 

 

 

 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY 
Traditionally, Shrove Tuesday was the day when Christians were encourage to go to confession in 

preparation for the season of Lent. Dating back thousands of years, Shrove Tuesday was also a day to feast 

on eggs, sugar and dairy which were traditionally restricted during the Lenten fast. 

This year, as a way of preparing for Lent, we will be cooking pancakes for all students in Years 1 - 6 on 

Tuesday 13th February. There will be the opportunity to also give a coin donation to Project Compassion. 

Our pancake mix has been generously donated, but we require donations of maple syrup, honey and jam. 

We are also looking for parent volunteers who would be able to assist in cooking pancakes from 

approximately 8:30am - even if you can stay and help for 1/2 hr we'd appreciate it.  We will be distributing the 

pancakes to each classroom at first break (11am).  
 

If you are able to donate or help cook, please contact the school office to let us know. We'd greatly 

appreciate any assistance you could provide.  
 

• Please note that Prep students will be making pancakes in class during the day. 

 If your child has a food allergy, please send along a pancake for them so they don't miss out. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent for 2018. Lent is the period of 40 days (not including Sunday's) 

before Easter Sunday. It originated as a mirroring of Jesus' 40 days spent in the desert. Traditionally it is a 

time of fasting, almsgiving and prayer. 
 

The students in Years 2 - 6 will join the Parish for Mass at 9am on Wednesday 14th February and all 

students will receive ashes on their forehead as a sign of being sorry and trying to follow Jesus. The ashes 

come from the burnt palms from Palm Sunday 2017. All families are invited to attend Mass on Ash 

Wednesday. Prep and Year 1 students will participate in a Liturgy of the Word. 

 

POPE FRANCIS ON LENT 
Fast from HURTING WORDS and say KIND WORDS 

Fast from SADNESS and be filled with GRATITUDE 

Fast from PESSIMISM and be filled with PATIENCE 

Fast from WORRIES and TRUST IN GOD 

Fast from COMPLAINTS and contemplate SIMPLICITY 

Fast from PRESSURES and be PRAYERFUL 

Fast from BITTERNESS and fill your heart with JOY 

Fast from SELFISHNESS and be COMPASSIONATE to others 

Fast from GRUDGES and be RECONCILED 

Fast from WORDS and be SILENT so you can listen 
 

Have a wonderful week ahead. 
 

Kate Carmichael  |  Assistant Principal, Religious Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

 

A weekend away for married couples in peaceful,  

picturesque surroundings – away from the distractions of 

everyday living.  Take time out of your busy schedule, to  

invest in your most precious asset . . . your Marriage!   

 

This is a unique opportunity to to reconnect, rekindle  

and refresh your relationship. 

 

Our next weekend will held 3 to 5 August 2018. 

Watch our video - https://youtu.be/-EXg5wPahFc 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston QLD  

 (on Brisbane’s bayside) 
 

For bookings/details contact:  Maria and David Murphy,  

ph (07) 3342 1456, dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au    

 Information website:  www.wwme.org.au 



PASTORAL CARE NEWS 

THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY 
 
For those of you who do not know me I would like to introduce myself. My name is Sr Sue Walpole. I belong 
to the Religious Congregation of the Presentation Sisters.  
Over many years I have fulfilled a number of roles in Catholic Education. My role here at Our Lady Of The 
Sacred Heart in that of School Pastoral Worker. I will speak a little more about my role in a future Newsletter.  
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to a new school year at OLSH.A very special welcome 
to our new children and families. I hope it won’t be too long before you feel at home with us  
 
Last year l had the privilege of having a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
 
 
 
                                            

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Containers Of Divine Love God of affection, devotion, passion, tenderness and all forms of love,  

We thank you for the ways we have been given a touch of your goodness, 

We thank you for Love that draws us to friendship and fidelity, 

Love that leads us to kindness and compassion,  

Love that soothes our heartaches and gentles our pain,  

Love that sees worth in each human being, 

Love that believes in us and whispers with hope,  

Love that longs for peace among all humankind,  

Love that surprises us and fills us with awe,  

Love that sings praise for the face of earth’s beauty,  

Love that offers the hand of warm welcome, 

Love that urges us to take risks and have courage,  

God source of Love remind us in our everyday lives that you are the One Great Heart holding  

us all in the tenderness of your love. 

 

Extract from Out Of The Ordinary” Joyce Rupp 
 

 

Go Gently Day by Day 

Sr Sue 
Pastoral Worker 

 

 

This photo depicts  

a view of the  

old and new  

city of Jerusalem. 



 

Australian Girls Choir  

February Open Classes 

Look no further than the Australian Girls Choir 

(AGC) because we encourage, challenge and in-

spire girls as they learn to sing, dance and perform.  

 

School aged girls are invited to try our fun and  

Inclusive classes and learn more about  

being part of the AGC! 

Contact us if you would like to attend a free trial 

class in February. 

 

Phone  07 3256 0207  

or email brisbane@aspagroup.com.au 

 

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS 
 

Barbara Crellin has decided to take her  

well-earned retirement from  

teaching piano lessons. 

She will be missed at OLSH.  

Barbara has highly recommended  

another teacher, however, the lessons  

won't take place at school.  

 

This teacher is Dr Jeong Ha Kim  

ph 0434 067 030 or email 

jeongha.kim@connect.qut.edu.au 



Dear Staff and Parents, 

My name is Linda Allen.  For those staff members/parents who don’t know me – I am a former teacher at 

OLSH School.  For a number of years I have been collecting used postage stamps and used Christmas 

cards which can be recycled to help the less fortunate.  The stamps are processed, sold to a stamp dealer 

and all funds raised are sent to the Mary MacKillop International Missions Fund which provides education for 

poor children in Peru and also funds training for poor women in Peru to learn useful crafts so that they can 

increase their income – a hand up, not a hand out.  In 2016, approximately $62,000 was raised throughout 

Australia for this work through the sale of stamps.  This ministry is run solely by volunteers so all funds 

raised are put to good use in Peru.  All I ask is that you do not cut the stamps – just send the envelopes in to 

the school office.  The stamps need to be cut according to the stamp dealer’s  specifications.  For your infor-

mation – it takes approximately 4,250 stamps to make a kilogram.  A kilo of domestic stamps raises $16 and 

a kilo of foreign stamps raises $18. 

Many Christmas card pictures are simply too beautiful or decorative to just throw them away after Christmas. 

The used Christmas cards are cut down to make Christmas gift tags and bookmarks and these will be sold 

in the parish closer to Christmas.  All funds raised will be given to the Darra-Jindalee SVDP Conference and 

St Mary’s SVDP Conference (Ipswich).  In addition, some are given to your APRE, Kate Carmichael, to sell 

to the school community. 

Both these appeals are ongoing and have been going for nearly 20 years.  It doesn’t matter whether you 

have a few stamps/cards or a lot – collectively your contribution will make a difference to someone in need.  

Please leave your cards/stamps at the School Office. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this notice and I look forward to your support throughout 2018. 

God bless,  Linda Allen 



 

Hip Hip HOORAY! 

School’s back and so is the OLSH choir. 

The OLSH choir is swinging back into action this week and I am looking for lots of 

awesome singers. There are heaps of new songs to learn as we prepare for the combined 

‘Catholic Schools Choral Festival’ in September and various other performances 

throughout the year. 

 

If you are interested in joining and are in years 4 to 6, please make your way to the music 

room on Tuesday at 1:30pm and sign up. Alternatively, you can fill in the enrolment form 

below and hand it in to the school office or email to mlawless@bne.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Remember, choir members are welcome at any time of the year. Rehearsals take place 

every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30pm in the Music Room. Please come along, bring your 

friends and have some fun with us. 

 

Did you know when we sing together our hearts synchronise? 

At OLSH we sing from the heart 
 

Mrs Margaret Lawless 

Music Teacher 

mlawless@bne.catholic.edu.au 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

CHOIR ENROLMENT FORM 

Student Name: ___________________________________ 

Year level: _____________ 

I was a member of the OLSH choir in 2017 Yes � No � 

I am a new OLSH choir member in 2018: Yes � No � 

� I agree to attend rehearsals every Tuesday afternoon at 1:30pm in the Music room. 

Note: Students are expected to attend all choir rehearsals and performances. If your child cannot 

attend a rehearsal or performance, kindly inform Mrs Lawless as soon as possible. 

 

Signed: ________________________________________Date: _______________ 





 



 



 

SOUTH WEST UNITED  

HOCKEY 

 

Are you looking for a fantastic sport 

for the kids or for you? It's hockey! 

South West United is having a come 

and try/sign on day Saturday, 10 

February from 9 am to noon at the 

Sherwood AFL Club. 

For more info, check out: http://

www.southwestunited.com.au 

We are a great family club based at 

Graceville, and always welcome new 

members.  

 

It can be pretty expensive at this 

time of year but we have payment 

plans, and government sports 

vouchers are available if you qualify. 

Bellbowrie “Strikers” Hockey Club 

Fun family culture. Supportive learning environment. Development pathways into 

representative and senior grades.  

Free Come and Try Day, this Saturday, 10th Feb at the Bellbowrie Sport and Rec 

Fields.   

Players of all ages (from 3 years) welcome.   

Hook in2 Hockey (u5, u7 and u9s) - $85 for season includes stick, shin pads, ball 

Junior teams train at Bellbowrie Sport and Rec fields. Games are played at Ips-

wich hockey grounds each weekend, generally Saturday morning.   

For more information visit our website: 

www.bellbowrie.ipswichhockey.com 

Email: bhc.strikers@gmail.com 


