
Dear Members of the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Community, 

 

The weeks are flying past and we are already at the midpoint of Term One. Thank you 

for welcoming me so whole heartedly at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. It is truly a special 

community. Last week I experienced again what a faith filled community we have with 

the liturgies and masses we celebrated together. The Ash Wednesday mass (Year 3-6) and liturgy (P-2), 

were both beautiful and reverent. I know that the children took their promises very seriously for the Lenten 

season. I hope that the focus for them is more on doing more for others and on self-reflection and 

improvement. The previous weekend was when the staff attended the Sunday mass to be commissioned for 

the year. This was also a wonderful opportunity for the school and parish community to join together in 

prayer. The staff made a commitment in the form of a pledge at this mass. I have included the pledge below: 

 

We, the staff of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Primary School, stand before you to declare our intention to 

provide for our students, to the best of our ability, the knowledge and understanding of our Catholic faith in 

line with the Brisbane Catholic Education Religious Education Curriculum. We endeavour to provide an 

inclusive curriculum which promotes life-long learning for all. We strive to create positive partnerships within 

the school community and with the Parish. We aim to establish a happy, secure environment for the children 

in our care so that they may know that they are made in the image of God and loved deeply. With Jesus as 

our model, we pray that this year we live out our theme of being ‘heart people’. We ask all these things 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

We have spoken to the children in recent weeks about a number of safety issues as part of our commitment 

to keep children safe and happy at school. One of these areas is detailed further in the following paragraphs 

about cyber safety and the internet. We have also talked with the children about safety before school. 

Supervision begins at 8.10am in the morning and ideally, this is when the children should arrive at school. 

Should they arrive slightly earlier than this, they can sit quietly in the area under the Year 5 classrooms until 

Mrs Banks and/or I come out on duty. If they are with a parent, they can go downstairs but must sit and wait 

with their parent/s as it is not fair for some to play and others not. The children are not allowed to play before 

supervision begins. This ensures that we know that the children are safe and supervised. Should children 

need to arrive well before 8.10am they need to be registered with the before and after school care in the 

parish hall and attend until school begins for the day. Please make sure that these arrangements are clear 

and understood by your children. The second safety issue that we have spoken about in recent weeks 

involves the children bringing glass containers to school for either their lunch or their drink bottle. It is 

admirable that they are not using plastics, however, glass is not a safe option for children in this age group. 

We have had two mishaps with glass drink bottles when they have been dropped or bumped resulting in 

breakages. Neither of these occasions resulted in any injury, however, it alerted us to the potential danger in 

a school playground. Please ensure that all drink bottles and lunchboxes are made of unbreakable materials. 

 

As discussed at the Parent Information Night and in the previous newsletter, the current Facebook page will 

undergo a complete revamp at the end of this month.  

It will change from being a private account to being a public page at the beginning of March. 

 

 

 

 



ADMINISTRATION 
 

The current format is problematic as it is increasingly more difficult to work out who friend requests 

are coming from (which has the potential to be a child protection issue). It is also difficult to screen 

content before it is made public. The new page will be administered by school staff with posts only 

possible from the school administrators.  Any questions that people may have regarding upcoming 

events or information will need to be addressed by ringing or emailing the school. We will be en-

deavouring to make sure that all information needed is provided through the Parent Portal, the 

newsletter and the Facebook page. Issues around photographs are also difficult to manage current-

ly but will be less of a concern with the new structure. 

Once the school is the only source of photos this can be more easily managed. At enrolment, each 

family nominates if and when they are comfortable with the sharing of images. If you are not wishing 

that images be shared on our school Facebook page, then please let us know and ask for a change 

of permissions form. In general, we will not be posting many images of children that would make 

identification of individuals an easy thing to do. Again, please contact the school if you have any 

concerns in this regard. 

 

If you have a phone with the capability of downloading Apps, then I recommend downloading the 

App for our school:  Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Darra Mobile Application - BCE Connect. The 

BCE Connect Mobile App makes it easy for you to keep up with school events and information. The 

latest version/release of BCE Connect allows us to send announcements as a push notice to any-

one who has installed the App and selected Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and saved it as a favour-

ite eg: a bus running late from an excursion. Make sure you have notifications enabled on your de-

vice for the App when you install it. The push notification feature may be used to send an emergen-

cy announcement or to highlight an important message. The notification presents on a mobile de-

vice similar to a SMS text message. You do not have to open the app to see the notification. Other 

features include newsletters, school forms and the ability to notify of student absences at a touch of 

a button. The best experience (easiest to manage) is available if you log into the App and use the 

same username and password as the Parent Portal. The App will enable you to stay logged in for 

up to a year. BCE Connect, is now available to download from: 
 

· Google play store 

· Apple App Store 

If you are unsure how to install, or have any questions, contact Linh Phan (07) 3375 4519. 

 

It is very important that our children are very aware of their responsibilities and obligations when 

participating in conversations on social media. As parents, you have every right to be checking 

closely what your children are writing and saying online. Many parents feel threatened by the social 

media available to our kids and/or don’t really know what is involved and how it works. Often our 

kids are more computer savvy than we are. The Australian Government Child, Family, Community, 

Australia website gives information that is easy to use for parents. It gives information on social me-

dia available to our kids today and answers basic questions like: Who can access this media? Who 

can access personal information? How can I report cyberbullying or abuse? Where can I get more 

information? The site can be found at: https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/online-safety  

 

The following quote is from the site and sums up the need for our vigilance when allowing our young 

children to access a multitude of online forums and opportunities: “Young people are increasingly 

exposed to an open and collaborative online culture, which allows them to access information, main-

tain friendships and relationships with family, and engage in creative content production (Collin, Ra-

hilly, Richardson, & Third, 2011). Young people, however, are  at a dynamic stage of development 

in which risk-taking behaviours and emerging decision-making capacities can lead to negative out-

comes (Viner, 2005). An awareness of how to ensure safe practices online is an important skill for 

https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/online-safety
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Petrea Rawlinson 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT DURING THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

 

There will be changes to the entire Citytrain network timetable to support the high service de-

mand during the Commonwealth Games. Some services will be altered and parts of the net-

work will be exceptionally busy, so we are encouraging customers to plan their journey in ad-

vance.  

 

Timetable changes will commence on 30 March, over the Easter weekend and before 

GC2018 commences in order to begin to prepare Queensland Rail’s train crew for the shift 

requirements of working the intense GC2018-time period.  

 

The changes will also mean an altered timetable for five days after GC2018 (16-20 April), into 

the first week of Term 2. Following GC2018, crews will need to be rested to manage fatigue, 

in line with national rail safety requirements which are designed to protect our workforce and 

the customers they transport. 

 

 Please be aware of school travel timetable changes, prior to starting back  

at school on April 17.  
 

Queensland Rail has worked with the Department of Transport and Main Roads to design an 

integrated transport model carefully designed to best meet changed demand during the 

Games, and to ensure that all public transport users continue to access services.  
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ALLE  Receipting – Arrive Late/Left Early 
 

Our school has implemented ALLE Attendance Receipting in the front office.  
  

ALLE Attendance Receipting is a software application which allows students to be electronically signed in to 
school as a Late Arrival or signed out of school as an Early Departure on a Student Kiosk.  
 
Parents and Caregivers are encouraged to bring their child to the office if they arrive after the commence-
ment of school and electronically sign them in using the barcode scanner.  Our office staff will be on hand ini-
tially to assist.  Students will then be given a slip to hand to their teacher advising them that they have been 
marked present.  Similarly, should you be collecting your child early from school, you may now use the system 
to record their departure.  
 

If a student arrives unaccompanied by an adult they will need a note from the parents, otherwise the  
student will be marked Unexplained until a note is provided. 

 
Good record keeping is paramount in ensuring the safety of our children, in particular in the event of emer-
gency evacuations or lockdowns.  The adoption of ALLE Attendance Receipting is a tool by which both teach-
ers and staff can be confident that students’ attendance records are accurate and up to date.  
 
Your support of this routine is greatly appreciated and helps us to ensure everyone is safe at our school. 

 

PREP ENROLMENTS - 2019 

Interviews for Prep at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Darra, will begin after Easter. Therefore, appli-
cations for Prep in 2019 are being accepted now.  

Children who are born from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 are eligible for Prep in 2019.  

If you have a child who will be attending Prep next year, or know of any families who are considering 
OLSH for Prep in 2019, please ask them to contact the school office on 33754519 and have their 
name added to the list.  

 

 

CLASS CONTACTS 
 

Thank you to all the parents who have volunteered to be a Class Contact for 2018. 
 

The role of the Class Contact is important in building community spirit, communication and promoting 
partnerships with the class teacher, school and parents. 

The role also includes: 

         Supporting the work of the class teacher and providing an essential communication link  

         between parents and teachers 

         Promoting the school’s social and extra-curricular activities 

         Welcoming new parents and children to your class 

         Networking and introducing parents to each other by organising opportunities for parents  

         and families to meet 
 

Class Contacts will receive a list of email addresses for their class and will be in contact with parents 
in the near future to organise a social get together for Term 1 and to promote the Easter Raffle.  

 



APRE NEWS 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who helped 

make Shrove Tuesday a great day for all our students 

and an opportunity to prepare ourselves for the Lenten 

season. We had wonderful parents and grandparents 

cooking from 8:30am and we raised $186 for Project 

Compassion. Heartfelt thanks again to all our 

volunteers and a special thanks to Mr Rowan Hesse. 
 

Darra Jindalee Parish Sacramental 

Programme 
In the Archdiocese of Brisbane, in the year when 

children turn eight (Year Three), they are able to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

In the year when children turn night (Year Four), they 

are welcomed to the Lord's Table and are able to 

receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Preparation for both of these Sacraments is done 

through the Darra Jindalee Parish. Lessons for First 

Holy Communion have already commenced and the 

parish office is taking enrolments for Confirmation. 

Please contact the Parish Office on 3715 8517 for 

more information. 
 

Receiving the Sacraments in Other Parishes 
If your child has recently (in the past year or so) received the Sacrament of 

Communion, Confirmation or Reconciliation at a parish other than Darra Jindalee, 

can you please let the school office know. We like to (and are required to) keep all 

our records up to date.  

We'd also love to know if your child is enrolled in a sacramental programme at 

another parish - that way we can keep them in our prayers. 
 

Have a wonderful week ahead. 
 

Kate Carmichael  |  Assistant Principal, Religious Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL CARE NEWS 

THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY 

 
 
 
 
 

While I was in the Holy Land in 2017 l took this  

photo. It depicts a desert landscape. This scene 

enabled us as pilgrims to imagine Jesus spending 40 

                      days and nights in prayer and fasting and overcoming 

temptation. 

 
 
 
                                            

 
    

The state of one’s heart inevitably shape one’s life. 

A courageous heart will go forth and engage with life despite confusion and fear. 

A fearful heart will be hesitant and will tend to hold back. 

A heavy heart will make for a gloomy unlived life. 

A compassionate heart need never carry the burden of judgment. 

A forgiving heart knows the art of liberation. 

A loving heart awakens the spirit to possibility and engagement with others. 

The power of the heart’s attitude is expressed beautifully in the New Testament. 

                  “Where your treasure is there is your heart also” 

The mystical tradition would suggest that the heart is beautiful precisely because it is where God dwells. 
The heart is the divine sanctuary. 

 

Extract from “ Benedictus” by John O’Donohue 
 

 

Go Gently Day by Day 
 

Sr Sue 

Pastoral Worker 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Project Compassion 

              Second Week of Lent 

Rattanak is a skilled young barber, living an independent life in rural Cambo-
dia. But it wasn’t always that way. As a child he contracted polio and also be-
came deaf. Like many people who are deaf or hard of hearing, Rattanak faced 
isolation, with a lack of opportunity to escape poverty. After joining the Deaf 
Development Program run by Caritas Australia’s partner, Maryknoll Cambodia, 
his life was transformed and he is now supporting himself, his wife and baby. 

 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and help deaf youth in  
Cambodia to build a just future and live in communities that uphold everyone’s dignity. 
 

     A Just Future starts with your support! You can donate through Project Compassion boxes/   

     envelopes, visit www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

PR Long Nguyen 

 Ava Tran 

PW Oliver Habchi 

 Jazmin Byrnes 

PB Evie Liang 

 Riyan Gupta 

1R Zackary Warren 

 Matilda Vidler 

1W Sana Mirza 

 Absalom Faamate 

1B Aurelia Jessett 

 Archie Seng                     

2R Aiden Tobin 

 Isobel Hennessy 

2W Lachlan Guihot 

 Keelayla Laughren 

2B Jack Walker 

 Petra Gardner 

3R Khang Nguyen 

 Ashla Jordan-Marks 

3W     Kayla Ho 

 Aziha Le 

3B Elijah Andraos 

            Zoe Trad 

4R Anna Vu 

 Myles Sapolu 

4W Anne Phung 

 Ryan Lowe 

4B Alicia O’Neill 

 Obi Luu 

5R Samuel Mott 

 Mary Vu 

5W Sara Dillon 

 Leo Nicolas 

5B Emma Watson 

 Braith Harris 

6R Terrance Ma 

 Emily Pham 

6W      Toki Le 

 Jessica Persich 

6R       Alex Schumacher 

            Kennedy Moxley 

 

Chloe 1W 

Juni    1W 

Vivian 1 

 

 

 

   

Joseph 2B 

 Angus 2B 

 Grace  1W 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Vivian Nguyen on 

being selected in the  

District Swimming Team  

to compete at the Met West Trials. 



YOU ARE INVITED TO AN OPEN MORNING 

on Monday 5 or Tuesday 6 March 9.30-10.30am 

at Brigidine College, Indooroopilly 

Your local Catholic Girls’ Secondary College 

 

DON’T MISS OUT – Enrol now for Year 7 2020 and 2021 

 

OFFER YOUR DAUGHTER THE CHANCE TO SUCCEED AT BRIGIDINE 

and to be a part of a strong academic tradition balanced 

by the wellbeing philosophy of Strength and Gentleness.  

 

ACT NOW. Phone 3870 7225 to book, as places are limited. 

To secure a prospectus pack contact  

enrolments @brigidine.qld.edu.au 



 



 


