
Dear Parents and Friends of OLSH School Community, 

Memories! Due to some family situations over the past 
fortnight, I have been thinking about them a lot lately. They 
stay with us for a while, both good and bad. 

My wife’s grandmother passed away since the last time I sat 
down to write this newsletter. She was 93 when she died. As 
we gathered to farewell her, her granddaughter gave a 
moving eulogy highlighting many of the memories of pure love that she left 
for them.  

My uncle is busy under-going tests this week. His memory is struggling. He 
often forgets the topic he was talking about by sentence two, as well as what 
he what he had for lunch by dinnertime. However, ask him to recall the 
horses he trained to win at Eagle Farm or his time working for TJ Smith or, 
much to my delight, when my sister and I used to visit during the Christmas 
holidays. He has lots of stories. The wonderful good memories stay there. 

I’ve spent the past few weekends touring the various university open days as 
my eldest daughter is trying to make an informed decision about the next 
stage of her life. During one of these days, I met a school friend who now 
works at the university and who I had not seen for nearly twenty years. We 
talked about the memories of growing up and going to school in the Brisbane 
in the late eighties and our first few years at university. 

It was memories of loving devotion to family (wife’s grandmother), sheer joy 
and idolisation of my childhood (my uncle) and the laughter and wonder as I 
went from being a gangly teenager to early adulthood (school friend) that I 
reflected on as the Gospel story of the transfiguration of Jesus was being read 
last Sunday. 

The transfiguration of Jesus told in detail in Matthew, Mark and Luke, is the 
story of Jesus taking three of his disciples; Peter, James and John, up the 
mountain to pray. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine with bright rays of 
light. Then the prophets Moses and Elijah appear next to him and he speaks 
with them. The voice of God booms that this is his son. Peter was so much in 
awe of the event that he wants to immediately build tents on the mountain 
and stay and worship.  

The memory of this event must have stayed with the three disciples for a long 
time. The radiance of Jesus and the voice from Heaven must have reassured 
them that Jesus was indeed the truth and the way to God. There were many 
trials and difficult times to come, Peter’s denial and the early persecution of 
the Christians. However, ultimately, they never lost faith in Jesus. In his 
gospel, John would say ‘We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth’. 

God Bless, 

John 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah


ADMINISTRATION 

STAFF NEWS 
Damien Williams will be on long service leave from Thursday, 17 August until the conclusion of Term 3. Tina Blake 

will be teaching 4B during this time.  

 

BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS 

At OLSH we love Book Week and see it as an opportunity to focus our attention on reading for enjoyment as well 

as the importance of reading in various parts of our life.  Book Week this year will be from Monday, August 21 to 

Friday, August 27. 

This week we are combining ‘Real Role Models Read’ with two shows for Book Week. The amazing Andy Jones is 

back with his brand new show. Andy is a children’s author who entertained us at OLSH in 2014 and made a great 

impression. We are excited to have him back with us. On Friday, our Book Week celebration concludes with a 

dramatic representation of one of the Short Listed Books of the Year, ‘Gary’ by Leila Rudge.  

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, we will also have a real ‘role model’ reading to the children. Our special 

visitors will read a short excerpt from their favourite book and also speak to the students about the importance of 

reading in their occupation.  These presentations will occur each day of Book Week in the school hall.  Parents and 

friends are welcome to attend. 

As we are still finalising our guest speakers, we will publish the Book Week timetable on our school Facebook page 

next Friday. 

 

DRESS UP DAY – WEDNESDAY 24 AUGUST 
The famous OLSH Book Week Parade will be back again on Wednesday of Book Week. Students are encouraged 

to come dressed as a character from their favourite book or may like to dress up to respond to this year’s theme, 

’Escape to Everywhere’. This parade will commence following our ‘Real Role Model’s Read’ session.   I’m already 

busy planning my Book Week outfit!! 

 

DROP EVERYTHING AND READ 
We have begun ‘Drop Everything and Read’. During the month of August from 1:50 – 2:10, the whole school will 

stop and read. Children are free to choose what they wish to read. While many classes have free reading, it is 

hoped that the whole school reading at the same time will promote the importance of reading for pleasure.   

 

SCHOOL INTERNAL RENEWAL PROCESS 
Each year as part of our school renewal process, we are required to look at certain aspects of our school, celebrate 

our achievements and also look at ways these areas can be improved. The School Renewal Cycle incorporates a 

set of processes whereby a school connects with its beliefs and values, reflects upon the past, plans for a hope-

filled and enhanced future and takes action to realise that future.  Part of this process is a survey of staff, parents 

and Year 6 students. A separate email has been sent home with more details but I include the link here as well.  

OLSH Internal Review Survey   

If you would like a hard copy please call  the school office on 3375 4519. 

 

YEAR 5 CAMP 
Congratulations to all the children and staff involved in the Year 5 Camp at Burleigh. The children deserved to be 

commended on their behaviour and their enthusiasm for all activities, and the weather was fantastic. I enjoyed my 

time with them. There is a more detailed report further in the newsletter. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L37385L


ADMINISTRATION 

 

SCHOOL FEES – AUGUST 
School fees for August were sent home last week. Please help us meet our commitments by ensuring your account 

is paid for by the due date.  

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICK UP 
It is now five weeks since the changes to the school drop off zones.  Both of the areas on Darra Station Rd and 

Scotts Rd are now No Standing zones between 2:00 – 3:00. The initial reports that I have received, are that it has 

assisted, however, it is important that people continue not to park in these areas before school has been dismissed. 

We really are trying to have all children in these areas by 3:00 p.m. 

I did have a follow up meeting with members of Queensland Transport last week and the following points were 

asked to be emphasized to the community. 

 Avoid double parking on Scotts Rd.  

 Please do not encourage your child to hop into the car in the middle of the road, particularly on Scotts and 

Lee Rd. It is a very dangerous practice 

 Please follow the staff instructions to have cars moving up. 

 Please do not park in Bus Stops or in front of the Church. 

 Please remind your child to move to the pick up areas as soon as they are dismissed. We do our best to get 

people moving quickly and children are all dismissed by 2:55  

The problem with traffic and parking are not just unique to our school. However, I like to think that we have a 

community that is caring and does attempt to do the right thing. Therefore, once again, I request that people co-

operate and follow the procedures set down by the school and also observe the parking zones and the laws of the 

road that apply everywhere. The Police and Brisbane City Council will be do regular random patrols and they will 

be enforcing the rules. However, it is more important that we try and ensure that everyone stays safe and respects 

one another.  

 



APRE NEWS 

 

FEAST OF ST MARY MACKILLOP 

 

This week we celebrated the Feast of St Mary MacKillop, Australia's first saint. Within our 
Religious Education curriculum and particularly in Year 5, students learn how Mary spent her life 
reaching out in love and compassion to those in need. Mary respected the dignity of each person, 
lived with humility, acted with simplicity and embraced each individual with love. Her story 
continues to inspire people to reach out to others in service. Below are some of St Mary 
MacKillop's most famous words of wisdom: 
  

“Never see a need without doing something about it.”  
 

 "Find happiness in making others happy" 
 

"Be calm and full of hope" 
 

"We are but travellers here" 

  
“Anything is possible if we dare to carry out our dreams with passion and with hearts desiring 

to love all people through the heart of Jesus.” 
 

 

SCHOOL FAMILY/PARISH MASS THIS SUNDAY 

 

A reminder that our Parish Family Mass is on this Sunday, 13th August at OLSH Church, Darra. 
Mass commences at 9am and there will be a shared morning tea afterwards in the hall. This is a 
great opportunity for our parish and school to unite in celebrating our faith. All welcome! 
 
2018 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

 

If you would like your child to know God better and to be a part of a journey of faith please 
come along to one of the parish information meetings on the 2018 Sacramental 
programme. There will be a choice of meeting times;  Monday 11th September 2017 at 10am at 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church (Darra Station Road) or an evening meeting again on 
Monday 11th September 2017 at 7pm Church of the Twelve Apostles, 111 Yallambee Road, 
Jindalee.  These meetings are designed to give an overview of the Sacramental programme 
(for either Reconciliation, First Holy Communion or Confirmation), they are particular 
pertinent for parents of current Year 2 students who wish to make their Confirmation in 2018. 

 

Kathryn Lambkin  |  Assistant Principal, Religious Education 



NEWS OF THE FORTNIGHT 

PREP 

This fortnight in Prep we have been investigating 
mass. We have been weighing lots of different 
objects using balancing scales and figuring out 
which is the heaviest and which is the lightest. In 
Maths, we have also been singing lots of 
different songs to help us order the days of the 
week. In Science, we are continuing to 
investigate force. We have been focussing on 
things we can push and pull. In HASS (History 
and Social Sciences), we have been 
investigating the difference between everyday 
events and significant events. We have been 
brainstorming significant events that we come 
together with our families to celebrate.  

YEAR 1 

In Year One maths, we have been comparing 
the value of 2-digit numbers using manipulatives 
and written numerals. By looking at the numeral 
in the tens column, we can work out if the 
number is of smaller or greater value than 
another number with which we are comparing. In 
Science, we are investigating the variety of 
external features animals have and the range of 
purposes for which these features are used. Our 
focus is on farm animals and how they provide 
us with food, clothing and shelter. We are 
excited about our upcoming excursion to 
‘Paradise Country’ where we will see a variety of 
farm animals! 

YEAR 2 
Year 2 classes enjoyed their educational 
excursion to Lone Pine. Kayla, our guide 
introduced us to Anthony the tree frog, Captain 
the black headed python, Footloose the lorikeet 
and Indigo the koala. We learnt some interesting 
facts that will help us write our Information 
Reports. Then Kayla took each animal out of its 
box and we bravely and gently stroked the 
animals with 2 fingers. Each group then followed 
a map and found the enclosures to look at the 
birds, reptiles, platypus, barnyard animals, bats, 
crocodile, turtles, dingoes, Tasmanian devil, 
wombats and cassowary. After our lunch break 
we walked to the Bird of Prey show and sat very 
still while eagles, owls and kites flew very low 
over our heads. Then a farmer whistled to his 
two work dogs and they cleverly herded a flock 
of sheep over a bridge and into a pen. The dogs 
then jumped up onto the back of the sheep. We 
all enjoyed walking around the huge grassy 
paddock trying to feed the kangaroos and emus- 
but they weren’t very hungry and just wanted to 
laze in the sun! Mr Kraemer had a busy day  

 

trying so hard to make friends with all the 
Australian animals! 

YEAR 3 
In Year 3 we are really enjoying researching our 
chosen animal for our information reports. We 
have learnt how to take notes using dot points. 
We are learning lots of new things about animals 
and finding out some really great interesting 
facts! Using PowerPoint on the iPads is good fun 
and we are developing our skills in using this 
application. In Maths, we have been looking at 
the relationship between multiplication and 
division and reinforcing our understanding of the 
twos, fives and tens division facts. This coming 
week we will be investigating angles. In Religion, 
we have been looking at prayers of thanksgiving 
and praise and we are beginning to create our 
own. 

YEAR 4 
Year 4 celebrated a whole year level Mass this 
week. It was great to be able to come together 
with the parish to celebrate in our beautiful 
church. Making this even more relevant is the 
fact that, in R.E., we are learning about living in a 
Christian community. During our English lessons 
we have become masters of understanding and 
writing procedures, in particular recipes. Next 
week we will present our own recipes to our 
classmates, proving that great educational 
experiences can be very tasty! Sadly, we are 
nearing the end of our Maths extension and 
critical thinking activities. The Jurassic World 
Dinosaur Theme Park has been fantastic fun and 
has taught us many important Maths and logic 
skills. Lastly, we are very excited because not 
only is it the Ekka Holiday next Wednesday, but 
we also get to go canoeing for the first time next 
Friday. Fingers crossed that it warms up a bit 
before then. 

YEAR 5 SEE CAMP NEWS 

YEAR 6 

In year 6, the students have continued to test 
their flexibility in gymnastics. They have enjoyed 
learning to cartwheel, handstand and balance on 
a bar. They have also been developing their 
skills in creating persuasive texts in English. 
There is a focus on using feedback to enhance 
their writing. In Maths, Year 6 have been 
learning to calculate the area and perimeter of 
different shapes. The students are excited to 
start their first week of Gala Sport this Friday.  
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PR John Phillips 

 Lam (Larry) Dang 

PW Mikayla Bickley 

 Krisha Vallabh 

PB Matilda Vidler 

 Tim Lam 

1R Nazia Dhillon 

 Andrew Kirkland 

1W Petra Gardner 

 Xzavier Le 

1B Dan Nguyen 

 Leahi  Macheson-Appleyard 

2R Christian Vu 

 Mia Nguyen 

2W Saranna KC 

 Jaden Nguyen 

2B Mary Tran 

 Jed Lowe 

3R Maya Gillamac- Sapolu 

3W Emma Cabili 

 Asher Filardo 

3B Vy Trinh 

 Michael Fa’aui 

4R Isabela Hoyos-Yanez 

 Chloe Nguyen 

4W Jarvis Everett 

 Vy Le 

4B Jazmin Cox 

 Kate Hodge 

5R Fergus Gallagher 

 Domanic Curtis 

5W Samuel Slingsby 

 Lorenzo Tau 

5B Linh Nguyen 

 Aidan Sentinella 

6R Georgette Lomax 

 Yousif Gaggi 

6W Sanjali Bimb 

 Kevin Trinh 

6B Tammy Vo 

 Marissa Hanlon 

Aurelia PR 

Daniel 2B 

Cruz 1B 

Dylan 6W 

Angel 1B 

Jed 2B 

Cody 3W 

Dan 1B 

Ava 4R 

Georgia 3B 

Scarlett 3B 

William 6R 

 

Athletics: 
 

Well done and good luck to Pranav  
Vallabh, Jennifer Vu, Marissa Hanlon and 
Nathan Fitzgerald who will be representing 
the Inala District in the Met West Regional 
Athletics Carnival. 
 

Catholic Schools Gala Sport: 

All students from Year 5 and 6 and been 
preparing for the Gala Sports days to be 
held on Friday 11th, 18th and 25th  
August at the Evan Marginson Oval at 
Goodna. OLSH has 5 Netball teams, 6 
Oztag teams and 3 AFL teams competing 
and we wish them well for a great and en-
joyable competition over the next three 
weeks. 

6R 



 

The Year 5 students had an incredibly enjoyable time at Christian Youth Camps, Burleigh 
Heads. The weather could not have been better with blue skies and the sun shining brightly! 
Students were warmly welcomed by CYC staff, given a safety briefing and divided into their 
activity groups. Before they could eat another lolly, students headed off with their camp 
instructors Reece, Brendan and Dan to participate in a variety of water sports: body 
boarding, stand-up paddle boarding and tubing.  Needless to say, after all the activity as well 
as a lot of walking, dinner was gobbled up (some students even ate salad!).  The karaoke 
and dance party held on Thursday evening provided many laughs for both students and 
staff.  Friday was another glorious day and students were fuelled with a delicious breakfast. 
The final activity “The Amazing Race” certainly tested their communication and teamwork 
skills. Overall, Year 5 camp was a fantastic experience and many positive memories and 
friendships were made. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Spring Fashion 
Show 

 

When:  10am Friday,  

1st September, 2017 
 

Where:  Parish Hall, Jindalee 
 

The Parish Care and Concern 
Committee is hosting this event 

to raise funds for a Christmas 
function for senior community 

members. 
 

Tickets, $15 each,  

available at weekend  

Masses or contact  

Helga 3217 0669 
 

Come along and welcome Spring  

with a morning of fun, food and 
fashion. 
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